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and Many is nothingT. The One is One, though it appears to be Many,
as the sun -with its reflections in water2 ^BraJima is really One" says
Shri Krishna3 to Arjim,<s and indivisible, though, to individual crea-
tures it appears as inhering in them in a state of division."
This problem of existence is as old as man, and every philosopher
has tried to explain it. It is impossible to refer in this article to all
the attempted solutions which I have noted in the course of my
reading. But as I am chiefly concerned here with Hegelianism, I
must refer to Hegel's views on the subject.
Absolute Pure Being, according to Hegel, is the pulse of actual
living thought, which m its movement is adequate for its own internal
realisation, and which again sunders into an external realisation. All
things are thus resolvable into thought. This, says Dr. Stirling, is
the secret of Hegel's dialectic. This is the Absolute Idealism of
Hegel^.
Dr. Stirling has endeavoured to render Hegel's philosophy intel-
ligible by the following metaphor, which, is nearly on the lines of the
Indian Veddnta,
" Suppose all that existed in the world were a single drop of water
—space and its contents retracted into that. Well, evidently, seeing
that it is only one drop that is concerned, there is no room for any
considerations of size. It is indifferent whether we figure the drop as
a pin's point, or a pin's head in magnitude. This drop, then, shall be
the Absolute. But this drop now is not more one than it is many. It
is a drop, a one, a single entity; and yet, whether it be infinitely small
or infinitely large, being a water drop, it consists of an infinitude of
drops each of which is a one—a drop, quite as much as the original,
though only subordinate and dependent. Now, even so I can figure
Spirit and Spirits, the monad and, the monads. Then further, if
we conceive that these spirits, monads, droplets, are not externali-
ties but intemalities—there is room for the additional conception
of each of them, the individual droplets and the universal drop,
being phenomenally, say in the manner of a shadow, sundered, or
projected into externalities, an external world, which, should, appa-
1 Of. Deussen's 'Metaphysics ', 182.    3 Bhag. Git. XIII, 16 and 17.
2 Of, ShanWs introdn. to (Svet.    4 Schweglar's 'Hist. Phil.', pp. 431-
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